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DIGITALEUROPE	warns	against	wrong	application	of	
2001	InfoSoc	Directive	in	Spain	

 
 

“We	regret	to	see	that	hardware	based	levies	are	re-introduces	in	Spain	without	proper	harm	assessment”,	said	
Cecilia	Bonefeld-Dahl,	Director	General	of	DIGITALEUROPE.	
	
After	ruling	of	the	Court	of	Justice	of	the	European	Union	in	EGEDA	case	in	September	last	year,	Government	of	
Spain	decided	to	reintroduce	hardware	based	levies	in	Spain.	
	
Government	will	 now	have	 to	define	 the	 final	product	 list	 and	 tariffs	within	12	months.	 In	 the	meantime,	 an	
interim	product	list	(largely	based	on	2008	one)	and	tariffs	will	apply.		
	
“We	see	again	that	levies	are	defined	based	on	outdated	product	lists	and	with	no	assessment	of	real	harm.	This	
is	worrying,	as	the	Government	already	had	harm	assessment	system	in	place,	but	they	seem	to	be	carried	out	in	
22	different	ways”,	noted	Bonefeld-Dahl.	
	
“Such	outcome	at	national	level	is	another	evidence	why	action	at	the	EU	level	is	needed.	We	regret	that	DSM	
mid-term	review	didn’t	include	work	item	on	private	copying,	we	need	one	common	harm	assessment	of	value	
of	the	private	copying”,	stressed	Bonefeld-Dahl.	
	
The	digital	industry	was	asking	to	apply	the	harm	assessment	that	the	Government	conducted	between	2012	and	
2016,	which	assessed	harm	resulting	from	private	copying	to	amount	no	more	than	€11	Million	per	year;	however,	
rates	approved	by	the	Government	will	result	in	an	overcompensation	by	consumers	to	right-holders,	as	our	sales	
projections	of	devices	subject	to	levies	reflect	that	amount	to	be	collected	in	levies	annually	is	higher	than	€50	
Million,	which	is	5	times	more	than	harm	actually	caused	for	private	copying.	Consumers	should	expect	higher	
prices	accordingly,	as	the	new	rules	enter	into	force	on	1st	August.	
	
“DIGITALEUROPE	 and	 digital	 industry	 in	 Spain	 expects	 now	 that	 the	 Government	 will	 properly	 consult	 all	
stakeholders	 and	 consider	 all	 relevant	 developments,	 such	 as	 increase	 in	 streaming	 services	 that	 substituted	
private	copying	behavior”,	mentioned	Bonefeld-Dahl.	
	
DIGITALEUROPE	is	ready	to	support	these	efforts	and	will	provide	active	support	in	developing	harm	assessment	
methodology	 and	 questionnaire	 that	 will	 show	 the	 real	 impact	 of	 harm	 due	 to	 private	 copying”,	 concluded	
Bonefeld-Dahl.	

	
	

	
	
	
	

--	



 

 

	
DIGITALEUROPE		
Rue	de	la	Science,	14	-	1040	Brussels	[Belgium]	
T.	+32	(0)	2	609	53	10	F.	+32	(0)	2	431	04	89	
www.digitaleurope.org	|	info@digitaleurope.org	|	@DIGITALEUROPE	
Transparency	register	member	for	the	Commission:	64270747023-20	

2	

For	more	information	please	contact:		
Darren	Perera,	DIGITALEUROPE	Communications	and	Design	Executive	

+32	489	93	95	95	or	darren.perera@digitaleurope.org	
	

ABOUT	DIGITALEUROPE		
DIGITALEUROPE	represents	the	digital	technology	industry	in	Europe.	Our	members	include	some	of	the	world's	largest	IT,	
telecoms	and	consumer	electronics	companies	and	national	associations	from	every	part	of	Europe.	DIGITALEUROPE	wants	
European	businesses	and	citizens	to	benefit	fully	from	digital	technologies	and	for	Europe	to	grow,	attract	and	sustain	the	
world's	best	digital	technology	companies.	
	
DIGITALEUROPE	ensures	industry	participation	in	the	development	and	implementation	of	EU	policies.	DIGITALEUROPE’s	
members	 include	 in	 total	2500	 ICT	Companies	 in	Europe	represented	by	61	corporate	members	and	37	national	 trade	
associations	 from	 across	 Europe.	 Our	 website	 provides	 further	 information	 on	 our	 recent	 news	 and	 activities:	
http://www.digitaleurope.org			
	

DIGITALEUROPE	MEMBERSHIP	

Corporate	Members		

Adobe,	Airbus,	Amazon,	Amazon	Web	Services,	AMD,	Apple,	BlackBerry,	Bose,	Brother,	CA	Technologies,	Canon,	Cisco,	Dell,	
Dropbox,	Epson,	Ericsson,	Fujitsu,	Google,	Hewlett	Packard	Enterprise,	Hitachi,	HP	Inc.,	Huawei,	 IBM,	 Intel,	 JVC	Kenwood	
Group,	Konica	Minolta,	Kyocera,	Lenovo,	Lexmark,	LG	Electronics,	Loewe,	Microsoft,	Mitsubishi	Electric	Europe,	Motorola	
Solutions,	 NEC,	 Nokia,	 Nvidia	 Ltd.,	 Océ,	 Oki,	 Oracle,	 Panasonic	 Europe,	 Philips,	 Pioneer,	 Qualcomm,	 Ricoh	 Europe	 PLC,	
Samsung,	SAP,	SAS,	Schneider	Electric,	 Sharp	Electronics,	 Siemens,	Sony,	Swatch	Group,	Technicolor,	Texas	 Instruments,	
Toshiba,	TP	Vision,	VMware,	Western	Digital,	Xerox,	Zebra	Technologies.	

National	Trade	Associations		

Austria:	IOÖ	
Belarus:	INFOPARK	
Belgium:	AGORIA	
Bulgaria:	BAIT	
Cyprus:	CITEA	
Denmark:	DI	Digital,	IT-BRANCHEN	
Estonia:	ITL	
Finland:	TIF	
France:	AFNUM,	Force	Numérique,	
Tech	in	France		

Germany:	BITKOM,	ZVEI	
Greece:	SEPE	
Hungary:	IVSZ	
Ireland:	TECHNOLOGY	IRELAND	
Italy:	ANITEC	
Lithuania:	INFOBALT	
Netherlands:	Nederland	ICT,	FIAR		
Poland:	KIGEIT,	PIIT,	ZIPSEE	
Portugal:	AGEFE	
Romania:	ANIS,	APDETIC	

Slovakia:	ITAS	
Slovenia:	GZS	
Spain:	AMETIC	
Sweden:	Foreningen	
Teknikföretagen	i	Sverige,	
IT&Telekomföretagen	
Switzerland:	SWICO	
Turkey:	Digital	Turkey	Platform,	ECID	
Ukraine:	IT	UKRAINE	
United	Kingdom:	techUK			

	

	


